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Abstract

As it is well known, if the Assyrians were not the oldest people who participated
in establishing the initial foundations of culture and humanitarian civilization. on the
banks of Tigris and Euphrates reaching up to their sources they are really among the
oldest people in this field. In this regard, they established a great state then a powerful
and wide empire, not only in military side but also with cultural and civilian sides too,
which contributed to promote humankind in general.

Their empire fell down. their civilization and land, were subjugated to the
Persian yoke. and the two states of Achaemenian and Sassanid Persians benefited from
this occupation in administrative, scientific, and intellectual fields in addition to the
economical ones.

With the twilight of Christianity, the Assyrians embraced it, to protect their
cultural privacy, and to avoid themsleves from fusion in Magians (the religion of
occupied authority). Again the Assyrians and through their Christianity and its world
missionary spirit provided a lot to humanity. Moreover, they were able to follow the
way of peace and education to expand the Christian Assyrian culture, this time more
than their ancestors in time of Empire and power. However, the Assyrians made a lot of
sacrifices and victims to bring their language and spirit of their religion to the far East.
The Western Christianity under the leadership of Roman Empire was in their face and
prevented them from heading to the West, which was displaced by the arrival of Muslim
Arabs and extended its control over the Eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea in
addition to the North Africa.

Under the rule of Islamic Arabian state in Damascus then in Baghdad, the
Assyrian church was fairly stable, but not free from economic and humanitarian abuses,
harassment on the Assyrian Christian communities here and there. This situation
continues to the coming of the Mongols and Tatars of Tamerlane when the Assyrian
Eastern Church was technically eliminated and left nothing just few in the plains of
Assyria and Van Lake in the North, and from Urmia Lake in the East to the Eastern of
Euphrates in the West. The situation of the mountaineers in Hakkari and their Patriarch
in Quthchanes was better than the others in terms of religious freedom and enjoyed a
kind of autonomy (their clan presidencies) due to the complicated geographical situation
of the country.

With the coming days, while the Assyrians were subjugated by the Ottoman
Empire, their number decreases, their properties reduced and their influence minimized
by the impact of treachery of their neighbours, with the beginning of the last decade of
nineteenth century comprehensively. This treachery and mass killings of Assyrians was
blessed by authoritey in Istanbul. Then the end came when the harsh blow affected the
independent tribes in Hakkari and the rest of Assyrian people in Uremia and Euphrates
peninsula between (1914-1919) during the WW 1. When, their population decreased to
one third or less than that, finally they became refugees in their homeland New Iraq,
nobody liked them or listened to their complains nor tried to understand their difficult
security and living conditions. Their pleas to live in peace equal to the rest of Iraqi
citizens was interpreted wrongly. Moreover, their ally Britain neglected them because of
the Iraqi Oil, and of further militarily and strategy issues in the area.



During those critical situations, a misfortune played its role to let their doctrinal
and religious leaderships to get into great conflict with each other. Further more, their
Iraqi citizens of Arabs and Kurds wanted to hurt them each for their own reasons. In
addition, to the religious factor that becomes inflamed and escalated quickly whenever
needed.

In this regard, Simele calamity in August 1933 occurred to inflict of their
tragedy and to add more miseries in Simele city - Duhok district and in other Assyrian
villages and districts in general. Then, more than 6000 Assyrians were slaughtered in a
genocide, and some of them were expelled to Syria and the rest, in one way or another
suffered of the economic, intellectual, cultural, religious, and national (identity)
persecution every day since before and during the catastrophe and up to the present day.
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