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Synopsis

A study of an aesthetic concept in the myths and legends of the Ancient East is especially attractive
because it is basically a study of the set of social values resulting from the relationship between man,
as a social being, with his environs. His motivation in that is a latent desire aimed at understanding
life and realizing its real meaning. Because art is in essence an aesthetic creation, the Mesopotamian
man was keen on passing on this artistic creation to posterity. This means that art stems from both
an aesthetic as well as an ethical attitude at the same time.

Therefore, it would be quite interesting and useful to explore the manifestation of one of the most
important aesthetic concepts, namely 'the heroic' which reflects the mentality of man who created
this literature (art). This is because thinking was and still is more adept at reflecting reality
profoundly and genuinely than the expression through immediate observation.
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The artist personifying the heroic, giving him his own ethics and desires, wanted to live life as an
inherently harmonious whole, not as a set of discrete parts. Therefore, he created the heroic as an
effective force, a catalyst for reestablishing order and abolishing chaos. A heroic character's pursuit
of these desires reflects man's pursuit in his daily struggle with lie's everyday travails.

Since the artist's role is to express the essence, through creating an aesthetically artistic mold which
needs to be represented, realized, recognized, and followed, the attempt at exploring the value of
this aesthetic pattern is not complete without finding out its manifestations in the myths and legends
of the Ancient East. However, most of the studies in this regard were limited to either the
translations of the texts and providing commentaries on them, or the attempts to elicit the religious
beliefs revealed by authors of Mesopotamian texts.

Therefore, it seemed to us that the study of the 'the heroic' as a concept in the myths and legends of
the Ancient East could unravel some of the values of aesthetic awareness that were familiar to
authors of texts, and to the people who often repeated the words found these texts in their
ceremonies and religious rituals.

One of the biggest challenges which could face a research such as the one at hand is the indifference
to aesthetic values and concepts by all studies which had dealt with the myths and legends of the
Ancient East. Rarely does one find a study of the 'the heroic', even though some researchers* have
occasionally pointed out the significance of studying this concept.

e Look in Sumerian Tablets, by Kramer, Translated by Taha Bager. Al-Muthana Library in
Baghdad, and Al-Khanji Library in Cairo, undated. Look also in the Hero with a Thousand
Faces, by Joseph Campbell, translated by Hassan Sager. First Edition, Al-Kalimah Publishing
House. Syria, Damascus, 2003. Look also in Hegel's book on Poetry , translated by George
Tarabishi, First Edition, Al-Talia Publishing Hou8se, Beirut, Lebanon, 1982.

These are a collection of studies which pointed out to the age of heroism, emphasizing that
it was the age in which the King became the central figure and catalyst in an event.

The tendency to take 'the heroic' as the basis for interpreting history is considered one of the most
ancient attempts known to man. What it means is that great men, who are nobler than the
commoners, make history in this world (A king is the one effective catalyst in the making of history).

Greek historians and philosophers, such as Herodotus, the Father of History 489-425 BCE, and
Thucydides 465-401 BCE, the proponent of Great Men, pointed out how history is made by great
men. History, then, belongs to these great men. Then there was the Greek historian Plutarch ( 46 -
125 BCE ) who also pointed out that the King ( the Hero ) is the only effective factor in the shaping
and the making of events. This theory of interpreting history as belonging to great men remained
prevalent throughout the ages. In the Middle Ages, for example, most texts derived their subject
matter from the heroic character of Jesus Christ, and what that character represented in terms of
saving humanity, suffering on its behalf, epitomizing its hopes, as well as all the values of a hero's
sacrifice for the sake of saving his followers.
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Authors also depicted ' the heroic ' knights who were valiant, church-loving and ready to sacrifice
their lives for the church. Those knights were also patriotic, generous, and strong fighters against
injustice who never fear or surrender to their enemies. In this regard , many epics were written
which spoke about heroic kings such as Richard, the Lionheart, Alfonso the tenth King of Castile, and
the legend of King Arthur by the Welsh writer Geoffrey, 1150 AD.

These stories, and this way of portraying heroic events reflected the mentality of feudalism , and the
emergence of the class of knights throughout Europe.

In modern era, Thomas Carlyle ( 1795-1885), the Scottish philosopher, historian , and author of the
book Heroes and Hero Worship, was a staunch defender of interpreting history in terms of heroic
characters. History, in this sense, is what made it possible for man to be in this world. It is the history
of leaders who were role models and creative, accounting for all that people have attained, an all
that we see in this world. Along the same lines were also the ideas of Herbert Spencer ( 1820-1903
AD ). Then there was the German philosopher, Nietzsche ( 1844-1900 AD ), who believed in the
philosophy of power and spoke about Superman, and the idea of glorifying the hero who inspires
people with his extraordinary powers.

Hence, we are inclined to refer back to the early texts, and try to shed light on the heroic
phenomenon, and the manners in which it was manifested in Mesopotamian literature.

We have divided our research into an introduction, a preface, four chapters, and a conclusion.

The preface discusses the importance of the research as well as its motives. In it, we lay out the
methodology adopted throughout the study, pointing out the difficulties encountered, and
summarizing a historical account of the manifestation of 'the heroic' throughout various ages. The

introduction, on the other hand, deals with the theory of 'the heroic' ( providing a definition, and an

explanation of the relationship between ' the heroic' and other aesthetic concepts such as grandeur
and tragic beauty ). It also deals with the general traits of the heroic character ( masculinity,
femininity, and divinity ).

e Chapter One is dedicated to the study of heroic manifestations in the legends of creation
such as the Enuma Elish. It also talks about ' the heroic ' and cosmic conflict, and the general
traits of ' the heroic ' ( physical, moral, and behavioral ). It, furthermore, discusses the
relationship between ' the heroic ' and the aesthetics of the location.

e Chapter Two, on the other hand, discusses ' the heroic ' in the legends of resurrection and
death in the legend of Damuzi's return, and Ishtar's descent into the underworld. It also
attempts to expose the symbolic dimensions of the heroic character.
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e Chapter Three contains a study of ' the heroic ' in the mythos of the Ancient East,
differentiating, from the beginning, between the myth and history. It also focuses on the
character of Gilgamesh and its human and social dimensions. It also portrays Gilgamesh's
heroic and epic deeds. It also contains a comparison between Babylonian epics and Arab folk

tales.

e Chapter Four deals with the techniques employed in the myths and epics of the Ancient East.
The researcher explains the oral nature of the mythical and epical text. He talks about the
narrative style of the text, focusing on word as well as phrase repetitions in the texts. This is
all in addition to the study of the artistic portrayal depicting ' the Heroic
metaphorically, symbolically, and concretely.

visually,

in the conclusion, the researcher discusses the findings of his research, and defines the place his
research occupies among similar studies, while giving suggestions in regards to the study of the myth
and the legend in the Ancient East.

The author supplements his study with a glossary of the names of important figures, along with a
short explanation for each. Then he provides a bibliography with titles of books and references.

Research Plan

Introduction:

The Introduction discusses the importance of the research as well as its motives. In it, we lay out the
methodology adopted throughout the study, pointing out the difficulties encountered, and
summarizing a historical account of the manifestation of 'the heroic' throughout various ages.
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Theoretical Background (on the Concept of 'the Heroic')

e Definition of ' the Heroic"'

e On the Relationship between 'the Heroic' and other Aesthetic Concepts

= Grandeur
= Beauty

= Tragicness

e 'the Heroic ' and High Moral Standards
e 'the Heroic ' between the Imagination and Exemplification

e General Traits of the Heroic Character in the Ancient East

= Masculinity
= Femininity
= Divinity

e The Importance of the Heroic in the Ancient East

= Myths

= Epics

e Chapter One ( 'the Heroic ' in the Myths of Creation and the Origin of the Universe )

= Preface

= Specifying the Myths

- Enuma Elish ( Creation Myth )

- The Babylonian Chant of Creation
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- Anzu and the Stealing of the Tablets oOf Fate

e 'The Heroic' and Cosmic Conflict

e General Traits of ' the Heroic"'

= Physical Traits
= Moral Traits

= Behavioral Traits

e 'the Heroic' and the Aesthetics of Place

= the Heavenly Abode
= The Earthly Abode

= The Place in between the Real and the Imaginary

e Chapter Two (' The Heroic ' in the Myths of Resurrection and Death )

= Preface

= Specifying the Myths

= 'the Heroic ' and Social Conflict
= Human Nature in ' the Heroic'

= Symbolic Dimensions in ' the Heroic

= Heroic Patterns and Deeds

- Tammuz
- Ishtar

- Murdoch
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' the Heroic' and the Aesthetics of Place

= the Heavenly Abode
= The Earthly Abode

= The Underworld

' The Heroic ' in the Epics of the Ancient East

= Preface

= Specifying the Myths

= Between the Epic, the Myth, and History

= 'The Heroic ' in the Epic of Gilgamesh

= Social and Human Dimensions of ' the Heroic"'
= Heroic Epic Deeds

= The Epic Heroic, a Comparative Study

- Between Babylonian and Greek Epics
- Between Babylonian Epics and Eastern Myths

- Between Babylonian Epics and Arab Folk Tales

General Traits of ' the Heroic ' in the Epics

Chapter Four ( Stylistic Techniques of Portraying ' the Heroic ' in the Myths and Legends of
the Ancient East )

= Preface
= The Oral Nature of the Mythical and Epical Texts

= 'The Heroic ' and the Narrative Style
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= 'The Heroic ' and the Poetic Style

= 'The Heroic ' and the Repetitive Style
= Word and Phrase Repetitions

= "The Heroic " and the Artistic Image

- Portrayal and Personification

Metaphor

- Visaul Image

Concrete Image

Conclusion

It includes the findings of the study, while giving suggestions in regards to the study of the myth and
the legend in the Ancient East.

Glossary containing names of important figures
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